
Newsletter of the Orange County Cactus & Succulent Society 
www.occss.org 

 

GEMS OF THE DESERT 

 

I would like to start by wishing all of our 

members a happy new year as we kick off 2010. 

We ended 2009 with a great show and sale with 

perfect weather for December, a large turnout 

from the public, and a good number of club 

members who volunteered and participated in 

the show. I was very pleased to have 4 of our 

new members show for the first time. The 

trophy for Best Rookie was a difficult choice as 

two of our members, Ken Shaw and Rick 

Davenport, did an outstanding job with their 

first showing. The over all effort of Ken Shaw 

who showed 32 plants put him over the top. I 

would like to thank the judges Gene Schroeder 

and Woody Minnich who judged cacti, and Lloyd 

Garretson and Joe Wujcik who judged 

succulents for doing an outstanding job! They 

were all impressed by the entries and every 

plant looked top notch. It was also a 

homecoming for Gene and Lloyd and we were 

all thrilled they could visit the show. I hope many of 

you were able to visit with them on Saturday 

morning.  

President’s Message 

January 2010 Speaker: Tim HarveyTim HarveyTim HarveyTim Harvey    ttttalks about microalks about microalks about microalks about micro----propagationpropagationpropagationpropagation    

A non-technical introduction to the rapid propagation of succulents 

 
Tim is a real fascinating guy who propagates plants by 
tissue culture, hybridizes Uncarinas and exhibits plants 
at the LACSS & InterCity shows. A native of England, 
he moved to Canada in 1994. After a couple freezing 
years there, he migrated to California. Today he owns a 
nursery, Plantae Novae, in the Ventura area where his 
growing energies are shifting from cacti to succulents. 
Some favorites of his are the summer growing 
succulent trees – particularly Uncarina, as well as 
Cyphostemma and Commiphora. He also favors the 
winter growing bulbs, along with Othonna and 
Sarcocaulon. 
 
Mary Chittenden; OCCSS VP Programs  

Next Meeting  
 

Thursday January 28, 2010 
at 7:30pm 

 
OCCSS Meetings are held the 4th Thursday of each 
month. Meeting place is the Fullerton Arboretum 

1900 Associated Road, Fullerton, CA 92839 
Due to construction, we will use the side entrance by the 

athletic field for the next few meetings. 

   
I look forward to a great year of programs and 

Mary Chittenden, our new V.P. for programs has 

Tim Harvey scheduled for January. I would also 

like to welcome Jennifer Craig aboard who will be 

taking over as newsletter editor and Rick 

Davenport who will be our new CSSA affiliate 

representative. These three newer members will 

be a great addition to our leadership team and I 

look forward to working with them. Hope to see 

all of you at the next meeting. 
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Plant entries were represented by 119 cacti and 195 

succulents.  The ratio is nearly two to one, so let start 

showing more cacti!  I want to thank Rick Davenport, 

Patty Miller and Patty Caro for clerking with the 

succulent judges and Jim Tanner and Glen Carlzen 

for clerking with the cacti judges.  Congratulations to 

the trophy winners! The trophies are completed and 

a presentation of awards will be held at the January 

meeting.  

December 2009 Trophy Winners 

 

  Award    Plant Name    Entrant 
  Best Advanced Cactus  Mammillaria lenta   Vince Basta 
  Best Novice Cactus  Neoporteria nidus v. senilis Ken Shaw  
  Best North American Cactus Ariocarpus retusus   Vince Basta 
  Best South American Cactus Oreocereus trollii   Vince Basta 
  Best Advanced Succulent  Euphorbia stellispina  Peter Walkowiak 
  Best Novice Succulent  Mestoklema tuberosum  Patty Miller 
  Best Caudiciform Plant  Xerosicyos pubescens  Cliff and Linda Meng 
  Best Apocynaceae   Adenium arabicum v. compacta Peter Walkowiak 
  Best Euphorbiaeace  Euphorbia abdelkuri  Gary James 
  Best Baja Plant   Pachycormus discolor  Cliff and Linda Meng 
  Best Crested Plant   Ariocarpus retusus   Vince Basta 
  Best Miniature   Avonia alstonii   Vince Basta 
  Best Collection   Copiapoa collection   Craig & Denise Fry 
  Best Mesemb   Dinteranthus pole-evansii  Craig & Denise Fry 
  Best Haworthia   Haworthia coarctata  Glen and Linda Carlzen 
 
  Best Rookie  
  (1st time entrant) Awarded for overall effort in first show  Ken Shaw 

 

“Gary James basking in a 

winner’s glory. Is that even 

Gary’s plant?” 

 

By Vince Basta; OCCSS President 

 

 

Show Photos by Lori Coxe; OCCSS Secretary 

Continued on page 4 
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Pachypodium namaquanumPachypodium namaquanumPachypodium namaquanumPachypodium namaquanum    

Plant of the Month January 2010 
By Darryl Craig; CoronaCactus Nursery 

Form: Pachypodium namaquanum is probably the 

most sought after specie in the genus. Its habitat is 

South Africa, Northern Cape and southern Namibia. 

Well known populations can be found in the 

Richtersveld National Park.  This majestic plant is 

usually a single stem, tree like plant in cultivation. 

Only after many years and at a certain size, will the 

plant begin to branch on its own. Insect/mite 

damage, along with cold damage can cause the plant 

to branch prematurely. Its thick grey to light brown 

stem is covered in 2” to 4” long spines. Long Vee 

shaped leaves with wavy crinkles all along the edge, 

Flowers/Fruit: Very attractive tubular flowers 

emerge in clusters from the apex. The flowers appear 

from July to September. The flowers have a 

green/yellow color on the outsides and when open, 

reveal very nice deep purple inner petals. The fruit 

are horn like and are densely covered in very fine 

white/grey hairs. Once ripe, the horns split open to 

reveal the seeds. Each seed has a tuft of hairs 

attached to it to act as a parachute to be carried by 

the wind. Seeds generally ripen from September to 

December. Generally, the plant needs to be aleast 

12” tall in order to bloom. 

Sun/Water: The P. namaquanum lives in a very arid 

and harsh environment. It gets its rainfall in the 

winter, which isn’t really much at all. Ranging from 

50 to 150mm. additionally, layers of thick fog roll in 

from the coast and provide extra moisture. In 

cultivation, maximum sun can be given and 

moderate water during its growing season. 

grow from the top. The leaves have a velvet like 

texture. With age, the lower spines fall away and only 

the tubercles are to be seen. In habitat, mature plants 

with braches, from a distance would resemble the 

silhouette of a man, hence the African name, 

Halfmens 

Size: These plants can reach a height of 5m in 

habitat. Generally, they range from 1.5m to 2.5m. The 

plant is characteristically thicker at the base and 

tapers up towards the apex. 

Propagation: From seed. Since these plants must 

attain a great size and age to branch, seeds are the 

best form of propagation. They can be grown fairly 

easily and quickly from seed. 

 

Notes: These plants seem to favor rocky hill slopes 

that are exposed to extreme conditions. They range 

from 300 to 900m above sea level. P. namaquanum is 

a winter grower. Provide minimal water during the rest 

of the year. 

 
 

Cultivation Key 

 

 Full sun   Moderate water   Winter grower 

Elephants trunk, Club foot, Halfmens 

Pachypodium namaquanum 

Apocynaceae (oleander or periwinkle family) 

 

  



 

Page 4 Gems of the Desert 

 
 

 

 
Clifford and Linda Meng 

 

 

 
Pat and Mindy Fusaro 

 

 
Kim Joyiens and Jana Sweets – Sticky Situation 

 

 

 
Mark Muradian - Potter 

 

 
Denise Fry and Vince Basta 

 

 
Overview of the show plants 

 

 

Continued from page 2 
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We cannot run a sale without our cashiers. They do an exemplary job-Kurt Carey, Mary Chittneden, Roger 
Claassen, Laura Guerra and Patty Miller. Our appreciation goes to Roberta Hanna for her excellent 
instruction of all our tag pullers. Tag pulling is the hardest job at the sale. Thanks to Rick Davenport, Alan 
Ford, Laura Liang, Nancy Rokkum, Jean Searl and Jim Tanner. Barb Kerr, Sami Kerr, Linda Carlzen and 
Kim Joyiens did a great job on security. No one got by them without paying for their plants. Rosanna Barela 
did a fantastic job on our plant sitting table. Gary James, Ken Shaw, Rick Davenport, Patty Miller, Patty 
Caro, Jim Tanner and Glen Carlzen all helped tirelessly in the show room for the judging while answering 
questions that any visitor presented. We had great member participation for this sale. Thanks to all of you for 
working so hard to make this sale our most successful ever!  
 
Working with The Fullerton Arboretum is proving to be a real great partnership. The Arboretum volunteers 
worked well with our club and were a great addition to our club volunteers. Thanks to Evie Tyra for going 
that extra mile to make sure we had everything we needed!!! 
 
Mark your calendars for the summer sale: July 23, 24 and 25, 2010 

 by Lori Coxe; OCCSS Secretary 
 

Special thanks to our volunteers at the December 2009 show and sale!!Special thanks to our volunteers at the December 2009 show and sale!!Special thanks to our volunteers at the December 2009 show and sale!!Special thanks to our volunteers at the December 2009 show and sale!!    

Up Coming Events 
 

January 30: 10th Annual Aloe Walk at the Jurupa Cultural 
Center. 7621 Granite Hill Dr., Glen Avon, CA. 951-685-5818 
Admission is Free. 9:30am to 11:00am 

 
February 13: San Diego C&SS Winter Show and Sale. Room 
101 Casa Del Prado, Balboa Park. 9:00am to 4:00pm 

 

Editor’s Pic 

 
 

Sarcocaulon pattersonii in habitat in a lichen field in South 
Africa. 
Photo: Jen Craig; CoronaCactus Nursery 

  

Club Officers: 

 

President: Vince Basta 

Treasurer: Nancy Rokkum 

VP Programs: Mary Chittenden 

VP Excursions: Denise Fry 

Membership: Kathy McNair 

Secretary: Lori Coxe (562) 921-4615 
Website: Daiv Freeman   www.occss.org 

OCCSS now has its own page on Facebook. You can 
find us by searching for 'Orange County Cactus and 

Succulent Society' in the search box. 

Contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Jen Craig -- CCN@coronacactus.com 
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OCCSS Membership Form      Please Print 
 
 
 
Renewal _____          New Membership _____ 
 
Name  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ___________________________________________ State  __________ Zip ___________ 
 
Telephone #  ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I have a growing area and welcome visitors with an appointment.  Yes _____  No _____  check one 
 
 
Check here _____ if you do not want to be listed in the roster.  Members only receive a copy of the  
roster. 
 
 
Number of years as a member in OCCSS _____ 
 
 
 
_____  Dues $25 with a printed and mailed newsletter 
 
_____  Dues $20 with an emailed copy of newsletter 
 
 
 
Mail check (or bring to meeting) with this form to: 
OCCSS, c/o Membership Chairman, P.O. Box 3062, Fullerton, CA 92834 
 


