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Hello – Members and all interested Persons – Welcome to this OCCSS Newsletter;  
 
This month’s Program:  Apr 28th:  Joe Clemens on Grafting.    A hard core 
cactus afficionado, Joe is show chair and judge in various cactus shows, and a 
previous curator of Huntington Gardens, now at Pitzer Arboretum in Claremont.   
 
This month’s Plants of the month:.  Grafted Cacti and Succulents; also Gymnocactus 
and Copiapoa;  succulents: aloes and agaves, which are among Joe’s favorites 
As usual if you have that plant you just have to share as it is pretty, or in flower or rare, or you have identification questions or 
problems with pests or disease, bring it along for our discussion table. 
 
ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING 
INFORMATION 
When: The society meets on the fourth Thursday during the months January thru October.  
Call for November and December dates.  Refreshments and camaraderie begin at 7pm.  The 
meeting starts promptly at 7:30.   
 

Where:  The auditorium of the First Presbyterian Chuch, 11832 Euclid  St, Garden Grove, CA.   
It is on the East side of Euclid, just north of Chapman and south of Orangewood.  If you are 
driving south on Euclid, take the fourth left turn lane south of Orangewood.  If driving north 
from the 22 freeway, the church is on the right just after Euclid narrows to two lanes.  Use 2nd 
driveway, on north side of church. 
 

What happens? The program consists of a talk or demonstration by a recognized expert on 
some aspect of succulent plants.  Other activities include a business meeting, discussion of 
the member’s plant table (plants that are interesting, blooming or in trouble), including 
answers to questions by members and guests, sale of plants and related items, plant raffle, 
check out & return books from the club library. 
Admission:  None, It’s free!!!   Who may come:  Everyone interested in Cacti and or other succulents welcome. 
from South Coast Cactus and Succulent Society 2005 Show: 
Below: Pedilanthus macrocarpus crest;     Haworthia (loartica?); Martha;  Euphorbia stenoclada thorns 



Future Meeting Schedule / OC Club events: 
2005 Meeting Speakers List (subject to change) 
April 28th:  Joe Clemens on Grafting  
 
Joe has been involved in Succulents for approx. 40 years. He is a 
Geology graduate. He has been a curator at Huntington Arboretum 
for many years. Currently he is a director at Pitzer Arboretum 
located in Clairmont.  
 
He collects cactus and succulents on his own and a staple of his 
collection of cactus are Gymnocactus and Copiapoa and 
succulents aloes and agaves. 

Joe is president of San Gabriel club and a member of many other 
clubs like for exmple Sunset Club, las Vegas, Los Angeles and 
San Diego cactus club. 
 
He travels to see cactus speciments  in a wild. He has recently 
been in Chile. He also visited Mexico and Baja California. 

 
Additional 2005 Meeting & OC Events Info: 
May 26:  Mark Muradian on Chile Copiapoa; See these plants grow huge in habitat of the famous Atacama desert 
June 23:  Petra Crist on Namibia scenery and plants; We loved previous talk on mountains, plants, parks of Africa 
July 28: Michael Buckner Landscaping with Succulents; Mike’s show plants are stunning, has SD plant business 
Aug 25:  Tim Nomer Unusual Show Plants and Highlights; I’m pulling out most unusual from my 78,000+ pix;  I’ll be         

giving a shortened 20 minute version at San Diego CSS on May 14th. 
Sept 22nd:  Tim Jackson on Conophytums;  A grower with a huge collection of these hard to grow plants, who shares 
them with us by displaying at shows, also 2004 president of SGVCSS;  
Other meeting dates, speakers TBA:  Oct 27th 

 

Upcoming local & regional club events: 
April 30th, May 1st: Sunset C&SS show & sale;  Veterans Memorial Ctr, 4117 Overland Avenue, Culver 
City 310-822-1783;  This is a 2-for-1 deal with a Bromeliad show usually in the next room.   The community 
center is in a corner of a lovely park where we picnic’d last year.  It is just a mile or so East of the 405.   
May 7th:   Member garden tour;  Call Kathy if you’d like to volunteer your garden to be on tour; details at 
upcoming meeting on April 28th. 
May 15th, 10-5 Huntington Gardens Plant Sale, 1151 Oxford Road San Marino, CA  
May 15th, Epiphyllum Society Show & Sale, LA Arboretum  310-831-1209 
May 21st, 1-4; 22nd, 9-4  Gates C&SS show & sale, Jurupa Mtn Cultural ctr; Glen Avon CA; 909-360-8802 
June 4,5th: San Diego C&SS Summer Show & sale, Balboa Park  619-477-4779 
July 1,2,3 CSSA Annual Show & Sale, Huntington Botanical Gardens; sale 1-3rd, show 2nd, 3rd 
NEW! July 9,10th: LACSS show & sale (tentative) Sepulveda Garden center, see www.lacss.com 
Aug 5-11th; 31st CSSA Convention, Phoenix AZ; contact Duke Benadom or Leo Martin; cssainc.org 
Convention Chairman, Duke Benadom;  Program Chairman, Leo Martin e-mail: leo1010@attglobal.net 
Confirmed speakers already include Sheila Collenette, Chuck Hanson, John Lavranos, Mark Muradian, Gard Roper, Guy Wrinkle 
Aug 20, 21st;  Intercity Show & Sale, 18th annual; LA Arboretum; Info call Tom Glavich 626-798-2430, 
Gene Oster: 818-998-9306; Harry Fletcher: 310-538-4078; Jim Hanna 562-920-3046 
Sept 3rd; Succulent Symposium;  22nd  annual;  Huntington Gardens; Sept 4: CSSA board meeting 
Sept 25th;  Long Beach C&SS Annual Auction; 18127 So. Alameda St, Compton CA  
Oct 15,16; San Gabriel C&SS Winter show & sale;  LA Arboretum; 301 N. Baldwin, Arcadia, CA 
Below: Medusa head with Euphorbia;               Hatoria salicorniodes stems                Bombax flower in SCBG gdn



Previous events: 
Jeff’s presentation on Baja showed some fabulous kayaking sites and wonderful huge gnarled desert trees.  This is a 
great kind of vacation adventure that gets you close to the people, outdoors and close to nature. 
 
South Coast CSS had their April show at South Coast Botanical Gardens.  This unique show is mainly group 
plantings and displays which lets growers show full themed collections of plants, or whatever they want. There was also a strip 
of individual plants by club members in front for those who didn’t want to do a whole display.  Among the individual plants, was a 
medusa head pot, with of course, a medusa type euphorbia snaking out of it.  Jim Hanna had alot of nice individual plants (plus 
a table full of teethy Dyckia bromeliads and hybrids, several with long orange flower stalks.  To me, the Euphorbia stenoclada 
was the perfect plant, as it is 100% thorny stem :)  (opinions on the perfect plant vary of course). 
 
Tom Glavich had some rare Dermatobotry,  Eriospermum, and Ledbouria plants on sale, plus a nice Agave’s display.  Bill had 
some rare Urginea epigea and Albuca circinata plants.  Some Cistanthe grandifloras were also on sale, I think this was 
introduced just a few years ago.  Sandy had new 3-D macrame of plants on her display, next to the plant it was modeled on, and 
some fabulous mini’s.  Karen Ostler had a huge collection of really nice Mammillarias including some less seen varieties and 
many in flower.  Gary Duke, who spoke recently at our club, had a great display of ‘whatever is blooming right now in my 
greenhouse’;  There was a great Ferocactus macrodiscus covered with candycane striped blooms, and a Neoporteria rupricola 
that had almost identical flowers on a way different plant, and some Echinocereus dasyacanthus in brilliant orange.  There was a 
nice Euphorbias from Madagascar display;  The Buckners came all the way from San Diego to setup a great display; including 
Lithops and Conophytums in a wide planter, mixed with pebbles of same colors as plants, so you couldn’t tell the ‘Living Rocks’ 
from the rounded river pebbles.  Gloria and Tom Crowley had a nice display, including a rare crested Pedilanthus macrocarpus 
which looked really cool.  Another highlight was a HUGE Hatoria salicorniodes (Drunkard’s Dream, as the stems look like little 
bottles) that was very happy, seems like almost every branchlet had a yellow flower.  Jim Gardner had two displays and much of 
it was in his own very nice pottery.  Bill Hagblom? (not all displays were labeled) had a huge display of Adeniums with yellow 
and red blooms.  The back wall had 3 tables full of Sanseverias including some rare varieties and a few with flower stalks.  Erika 
had her great pottery and art objects with immaculate specimens in some of them. Woody had some plants; And much more I 
don’t have room to mention. 
 
The Epiphyllum Society had a table with lots of cut blooms, and a Lepismium bolivianum plant in bloom.  They have a separate 
show on a different date at SCBG. 
 
After the show we went out into the botanical garden;  My gal friend romped in the rainbow that was the large rose garden seen 
from above, while I reveled in the cactus garden next door.  I found a huge Bombax ellipticum with it’s huge white ‘shaving 
brush’ flowers with 4 curled sepals underneath (see picture).  Large Aloes, Cleistocactus, Euphorbias;  Outside the cactus 
garden, rare tropical trees such as the popular Tabebuia were in full bloom.  
 
We are sad to announce that Ellen Low, a very active member of several LA area clubs and Dr. Seymour Linden, on CSSA 
board and inveterate world traveler;  have both passed away.  Dr. Seymour wrote articles in the CSSA journal (e.g. 2000 #4 
July-August: “An Introduction to Euphorbia”), gave talks at San Gabriel club on his trips to Somalia among others and introduced 
plants.  I remember talking with Ellen while she was volunteering at a show, and seeing some gorgeous show plants of hers, 
which I photographed.  A memorial was held at Huntington Gardens for Ellen and the majority of Dr Linden’s collection now 
resides there.   
Cacti and Succulents locally:   
UCI Arboretum re-opened some areas after the rains.  We visited again and took pictures in the desert areas.  The spring 
African bulb area still has a few blooms. Some Kniphoffias (Aloe relatives) and other plants were in bloom.  They had completed 
much work building paths on the native plant hill, full of Dudleys, Opuntias, Agaves, Flannel Bushes (also covered with blooms). 
 
Descanso Gardens (www.descansogardens.org)  While planning to goto the LA Arboretum last weekend, we noticed Descanso 
was having a rose show.  She-who-must-be-obeyed decided we’d visit there.  Like South Coast Botanical Garden, they have a 
huge rose garden also.  We took the 11:00 tram tour around, visiting the native plant garden, rose garden, and the rose show.  I 
was amazed at the variety of roses (several were splotched red and white, and looked alot like camellias), and friendly growers. 
 
Body’s house with it’s revolving art show was pretty neat (had some art plus great looking pottery).  Body owned the LA Daily 
News in the 50’s, and also started an arboretum NE of San Diego, on road to Anza Borrego, which I have passed, and is in my 
hiking books (now a county park) but I have not stopped at.  Due to the long rains, many of the camelia bushes were still in bud 
tho this was not a peak year.  The rose garden was going full blast.  Turns out this garden has been the source of introduced 
roses in the past.   
 
Descanso is easy to find, just take 5N to 2N (Glendale Fwy), get off at Foothill Blvd, last exit before 210 branches off, turn R onto 
Foothill, then turn right again after a block (there is a sign), downhill a couple blocks to the garden; plenty of free parking and a 
picnic area. 
 
Last two pages of pictures:  those who came to our March meeting saw Rosemarie’s crested Eulychnia castanea monstrose 
from a European botanical garden.  Now one has crested also.  And giant flower of Amorphophallus (titanum or rivieri?) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


